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SUMMARY 

This paper presents a summary of outcomes and accomplishments from the Eleventh 
Meeting of the Cross Polar Trans-East Air Traffic Management Working Group (CPWG), 
which was hosted by the State ATM Corporation, St. Petersburg, Russia, 7-10 June, 2011.  

This paper relates to –   
 
Strategic Objectives: 

A: Safety – Enhance global civil aviation safety 
C: Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development of Air Transport – 

Foster harmonized and economically viable development of international civil 
aviation that does not unduly harm the environment 

 
Global Plan Initiatives:  
GPI-1  Flexible use of airspace  
GPI-3  Harmonization of level systems 
GPI-5  RNAV and RNP (Performance-based navigation) 
GPI-6  Air traffic flow management 
GPI-7  Dynamic and flexible ATS route management 
GPI-8  Collaborative airspace design and management 
GPI-17  Data link applications 
GPI-18  Aeronautical information 
GPI-22  Communication infrastructure 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The Cross Polar Trans-East Air Traffic Management (ATM) Providers’ Working 
Group (CPWG) provides a forum where air navigation service providers (ANSPs) and operators meet 
to address operational issues and develop solutions related to the provision or use of air traffic 
services for the Cross Polar and Russian Trans East (RTE) traffic flows.  The CPWG aims to identify, 
design and implement short and mid-term solutions to ATM issues to gain efficiencies in the region. 
The CPWG is facilitated by the United States (U.S.) Federal Aviation Administration and meets 
biannually at locations determined through group consensus.  The CPWG is composed of 
representatives from the ANSPs for Russia, Canada, Iceland, Norway, Japan, China and the U.S., and 
international organizations such as the International Air Transport Association (IATA) representing 
the airlines that operate in the Polar airspace.   
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1.2 This paper highlights relevant work accomplished during the CPWG/11 meeting 
hosted by the State ATM Corporation of Russia in St. Petersburg, Russia, June 7-10, 2011. 
1.3 There were over 50 attendees including delegations from the U.S., Russia, Japan, 
Canada, Norway, Iceland China, Kazakhstan, IATA, and international airlines.  China Air Traffic 
Management Bureau (ATMB) agreed to become a formal member of the CPWG.  Kazakhstan will be 
an official observer at the next meeting.  
 
2. DISCUSSION 
 
2.1 During the meeting, the following updates and discussions on topics relevant to the 
work of the ATM/AIS/SAR/SG were addressed: 
 
2.2 State ATM Corporation reported that the implementation of Reduced Vertical 
Separation Minimum (RVSM) is on schedule for November 17, 2011 along with other States 
including Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Russian Federation, Tajikstan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan. RVSM implementation has been managed through the coordination and cooperation of 
the Europe and Asia (EURASIA) RVSM project. State ATM provided an update on the preparations 
for RVSM implementation and confirmed that they would use flight levels for international operators 
below FL290 adding corresponding altitudes for domestic operators only.  
 
2.3 The first meeting of the Pacific Project Team was held during the CPWG/11 meeting. 
IATA presented an overview of the project, and noted that the objective was the enablement of User 
Preferred Routes (UPRs) as the primary means of navigation for all flights between North America 
and Asia. IATA recognized that this would be a medium to long term project over the next five to 
seven years.  The proposed Terms of Reference for the Pacific Project were endorsed by the 
participants.  
 
2.4 The Pacific Project Team agreed that the first initiative would be to conduct a robust 
gap analysis to include: 

 
a) Current communications, navigation and surveillance (CNS) capabilities and 

procedures; 
b) Identify fundamental regulatory limitations and constraints; and 
c) Measurement of capacity vs. separation – need to determine sector capacity and 

what gains could be made for reduced separation. 
 
2.5 The FAA reported that the proposal to amend the ICAO North American Regional 
Supplementary Procedures (Doc 7030) to implement 50 nautical miles lateral separation was 
approved. The Anchorage Flight Information Regions (FIR) implemented the standard on November 
18, 2010 based on previous approval in the Pacific Doc 7030. NavCanada plans to implement in the 
Fall of 2011.   
 
2.6 The FAA provided an update on the progress underway to consolidate the Interface 
Control Document (ICD) for the North Atlantic and Asia/Pacific (APAC) regions providing for 
harmonized Air Traffic Service Inter-facility Data Communications (AIDC). 
 
2.7 China ATMB provided an update on joint efforts with the State ATM Corporation on 
establishing new ATS route R213 to facilitate the cross polar far east operations.  China and Russia 
will establish a new entry/exit point MAGIT (N47º41.5’ E131º09.0’) and a connecting route from 
Jiamusi via the new point MAGIT to Balagannoe. For operational efficiency and capacity 
enhancement, the new route from Balagannoe to Jiamusi via MAGIT, will serve as a unidirectional 
route for the westbound flights from North America to China, and upon its implementation, part of the 
existing air route G212 from Jiamusi to Balagannoe via ARGUK, will also be designated as a 
unidirectional route to provide service for the eastbound flights from China to North America. The 
target date for implementation is October 20, 2011.  
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2.8 State ATM updated the meeting on the outcomes from a recent Russia-China ATM 
working group meeting that took place on May 19-20, 2011 in Beijing, China. Discussions included 
preparation of a proposed bilateral intergovernmental agreement on cooperation in the area of civil 
aircraft search and rescue, opening of new entry/exit fixes at the Russia-China boundary, RVSM 
implementation in Russia, and RVSM operations in China. The next meeting will be held in Sanya.  
 
2.9 The aforementioned information provides an overview of the CPWG/11 Meeting.  
The full and detailed meeting report will be available on the CPWG website at: 
http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/ato/service_units/enroute/oceanic/cross_po
lar/  
 
 
3. ACTION BY THE MEETING 
 
3.1 The meeting is invited to 
 

a) note the information contained in this paper;  
 
b) recognize the current work initiatives by all States within the CPWG;   

 
c) note that implementation of RVSM in Russia and neighboring States is on 

schedule for November 17, 2011; 
 

d) note that the next CPWG meeting will take place December 5-9, 2011 in 
Beijing, China; and 

 
e) discuss any relevant matters as appropriate. 

 
 

…………………………. 
 

 


